
 

   
 STATE BOARD MEETING DATE May 21, 2007 
  
SUBJECT: Arizona Scholars Initiative 
  
SUBMITTED BY: Vince Yanez, Executive Director, Arizona State Board of Education 
  
M ANAGEMENT TEAM REVIEW:   
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The Arizona Scholars initiative is a program designed to encourage students to complete 
challenging courses during high school that will prepare them for jobs or higher education after 
graduation.  The adopted course of study for the AZ Scholars initiative exceeds the state’s 
minimum requirements for graduation from high school.  Specifically, this course of study 
requires:  four credits of English, three credits of math, three credits of science, three credits of 
social studies, and two credits in a foreign language.  AZ Scholars students are also required to 
receive a “C” or better in all of these required courses.  The Scholars Initiative in Arizona has been 
operated through the Arizona Business and Education Coalition (ABEC) since 2003. 
 
On February 26, 2007, the Board considered a proposal by ABEC to integrate the Arizona 
Scholars initiative at the state level.  At that time staff was instructed to explore possible options. 
 
Staff has discussed possible options with representatives from ABEC.  Should the Board desire to 
integrate the initiative staff recommends that the Board establish a grant program and follow 
standard procurement procedures.  This would be consistent with other grant programs under the 
Board’s authority and involves the following: 
 

 Acceptance of funds from current providers pursuant to A.R.S. § 15-204 
 Initiation of standard procurement procedures through the ADE.  The scope of work in the 

Request for Proposals would be consistent with the program requirements under the current 
Arizona Scholars Initiative. 

 Submittal of annual evaluations to guide future decisions related to the initiative 
 Cooperative efforts with the education and business community to secure future funding if 

it is determined that the initiative should continue 
 
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:  [  ] INFORMATION   [X] ACTION/DESCRIBED 
BELOW: 
 
That the Board approve the proposed plan for state integration of the AZ Scholars Initiative. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  YES [  ]      NO[  ] 


